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Introduction 


Bhaona - Traditional Religious Plays of Assam: 

Bhaona forms the traditional art of popular theatre performed in Assam. It usually has religious content based 
on the scriptures of Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeya. When presented in the form of a play it is called Ankiya 
Nat and their staging is called Bhaona. These are usually performed at the satras in village and urban setting in 
Assam. Masks, costumes and jewellery form an important part of presenting the different characters of the play. 


During a Bhaona play, the Sutradhari is the person who recites the shlokas, sings and dances and explains in prose 
at the different stages and messages of the Bhaona. The Gayan are the singers and Bayan are the percussionist 
and the instrumentalist who perform during the Bhaona. 


Kolang Kala Kendra - Nagaon: 

Driving from Guwahati at a distance of 120 km along national highway NH37 to Nagaon town, one reaches the 
traffic island and takes to bypass road and heads towards another 5 kms to Puranigodam, one can easily miss the 
signboard announcing the location of the Kolang Kala Kendra, an art centre and mini museum set up by a regis- 
tered cultural organization by this name at Nagaon. 


The museum is a curious collection of contemporary art presented along with a Stone and terracotta artefacts, 
wooden sculpture, mask making and an invaluable collection of palm leaf manuscripts of vaishnavite scriptures 
forming the display in a homely ambience. It goes to the credit of Shri. Chittaronjan Boara, who generously came 
forward to set up this collection at his ancestral home that, is now a Public Museum. Shri Chittronjan Bora is the 
Secretary of Kolang Kala Kendra. 


Traditional Mask Making: 

It was kind of Shri. Chitaronjan Bora and his colleague Shri Sarmah to organize a demonstration of the craft of 
traditional mask making of Assam theatrical performance of ‘Bhaona’. It was a commitment a group of arts en- 
thusiast had taken up in earnest to revive the art and craft of Traditional craft related to theatre at this historical 
and cultural city of Nagoan. 
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Shasi Pator Puthi 


Ancient Manuscripts (or Shasi Pator Puthi): 
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People and Place 


People: 

The local people in Nagaon enjoy a sense of rich cultural history and this continues to be reflected in their every- 
day life style. The sattras form the centres for the spread and practice of vaishnavism in Assam amongst which 
the Narowa Sattra and Salaguri Sattra are famous ones where the birth and death anniversaries of the Vaishnava 
saints are observed there with great grandeur. 


Place: 

Nagoan forms one of the largest district in the state of Assam. While tourist image of the town is associated with 
the location of the famous wildlife sanctuary of Kaziranga known for the one horned Rhino, the locals associate 
Nagoan as the epicenter of vaishnavite culture of the Assamese. Bordowa, around 18 kms north-west from Na- 
gaon town is the birth place of revered Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankardeya, the great artist, literateur, dramatist 
and the founder of Vaisnavism in Assam. 
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Making Process 


Process of Mask Making goes though following stages: 
¢ Bamboo Work 

¢ Skin Making and 

* Coloring 


Bamboo Work: 
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Skin Making: 
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Mask Making Bhaona - Weaving the Bamboo Frame 
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Painting the Mask 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Ravi Mokashi Punekar at 
Department of Design, IIT Guwahati. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Ravi Mokashi Punekar at mokashilat]iitg.ernet.in 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

Department of Design 

Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati 
North Guwahati 

Guwahati 781039 

Assam, 

India 


Phone: +91-361-2582500, +91-361-2582451 
Fax: +91-361-2690762 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


